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2) Insert a new cartridge even partially in the
barrel through the special ejection window
(fig. 21) and release the cocking lever to close
the bolt again.

Using the cartridge drop lever (when the car-
tridge is coming from the magazine)
1) Rest the stock on your hip and pull the cock-

ing lever to open the bolt: the cartridge in the
chamber is extracted and ejected from the
gun (fig. 20).

2) Press the cartridge drop lever (fig. 22) and re-
lease the cocking lever to close the bolt
again. In this way, the cartridge will pass
quickly from the magazine to the chamber.

Unloading
(This operation must be carried out with the gun
safety catch engaged - see “Gun safety catch”
and the barrel pointed in safe direction)

To unload the shotgun, proceed as follows:

1) Open the bolt: the cartridge in the chamber
will be extracted and ejected (fig. 23).

2) Close the bolt: gently releasing the cocking
lever (fig. 24).

3) Reverse the gun and - thrusting the carrier
towards inside - press the carrier latch frontal
part with your index finger (fig. 25); the first
cartridge will come out. Repeat this procedu-
re for each cartridge you want to remove from
the magazine.

WARNING: the shotgun can also be unloaded
by repeatedly operating the cartridge drop lever
as instructed in the “Cartridge replacement”
section.
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Troubleshooting

Before starting any operation on your shotgun,
make sure that the chamber and the magazine
are unloaded! 
(Carefully read the instructions on gun loading
and unloading).

The gun fails to fire
1) Check the safety catch: if it is engaged, push

the button to the fire position.

2) Check that there is a cartridge in the barrel.
If necessary, insert a cartridge following the
loading instructions (page 8).

3) Check the firing mechanism. If necessary,
clean and lubricate it.

Fore-end cap
Check that the fore-end cap is fitted with spring
and, especially after the first rounds, check that it
is tightened firmly, to keep the barrel firmly
against to the receiver.

Ammunition

Benelli shotguns use the kinetic energy generat-
ed by the recoil to work the action.
Use always ammunition that is powerful enough
to fully cycle the action.

WARNING: when your shotgun is new and be-
fore beginning to use it normally, a breaking-in
period may be required before your new gun

works perfectly with light target loads. If you
experience any initial functioning problems, we
recommended firing three or four boxes of stan-
dard hunting cartridges.

Choice of ammunition
Correct functioning of the shotgun is only guarante-
ed with cartridges of a maximum length of 58 mm
(2” 3/4 - 70 mm chamber) or 66 mm (3” - 76 mm
chamber). The shotgun accepts cartridges with
rolled turnover or crimped closures, and with lead
or steel shot.

Benelli recommends use of shot loaded ammuni-
tions for ribbed barrels and balls for slug 
barrels.
This is not mandatory but will ensure top-notch
performance.

CAUTION: never use cartridges with a case lon-
ger than the chamber.

Non-compliance to this rule would have serious
consequences for both the shotgun and the
shooter.

No adjustment to the shotgun is necessary to fire
any of the ammunition listed above.

Always use ammunition that is powerful enough
to fully cycle the action.

All Benelli shotguns are subjected to a 1370 bar
burst test at the Italian National Proof House in
Gardone Valtrompia (Brescia).

Maintenance

Before starting any operation on your shotgun,
make sure that the chamber and the magazine
are unloaded! (Carefully read the instructions on
gun loading and unloading).

Thanks to its extreme simplicity and excellent
materials, the Benelli Automatic Shotgun requires
no special maintenance.

The following few controls are recommended:
1) normal cleaning of the barrel after use;
2) the firing mechanism, consisting of hammer,

trigger, etc., may become clogged with any
powder residuals (or foreign matters). Remove
them by periodical cleaning or lubrication;

3) the bolt assembly may also become clogged
with the same residuals over mentioned and
therefore must be periodically dismantled,
cleaned and lubricated;

4) to keep the gun in good order, oiling of the
parts subject to atmospheric corrosion is
recommended.
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NB: all barrels are internally chromium plated.

NOTE: when cleaning a barrel with an internal
choke fitted, leave the choke in place to prevent
powder residues from fouling the threads inside
the muzzle.

For a proper maintenance of your firearm, use
Benelli cleaning kit (not supplied).

Benelli oil is recommended for lubricating and
protecting mechanical parts (receiver, bolt and
barrel) (fig. 26).

Benelli recommends use of specific products for
cleaning other parts (wooden, technopolymer
and camouflage or painted stock and fore-end).
Avoid that parts get in contact with oils contain-
ing solvents or chemical substances in general,
which could alter or damage their surfaces.

Shotgun stripping
(for cleaning and maintenance)

Before starting any operation on your shotgun,
make sure that the chamber, carrier and the
magazine are unloaded!
(Carefully read the instructions on gun loading
and unloading).

WARNING 
(for models where ShellView is available)

Even though the ShellView allows you to see if
your gun magazine is empty, please be advised
that while the magazine may seem to be empty
to the eye, this does not guarantee that the gun
is completely unloaded (fig. 27). Always physi-
cally and visually check the magazine and cham-
ber to verify that the firearm is not loaded.
Please always follow all the Safety Rules given in
this manual.
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a Benelli ShellView in the fore-end
b cartridges still in the magazine
c cartridge missing
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Stripping procedure

1) Unscrew the fore-end cap and remove the
fore-end making it slide forward along the
magazine tube (figs. 28-29).

2) Take the gun in one hand and with the other
open the bolt (fig. 30); should the bolt fail to
engage, move the cartridge drop lever as
arrowed and repeat the operation (fig. 31).

3) While resting the shotgun on your hip, keep
it with one hand so that the cover remains
fixed to the receiver and with the other hand
pull the barrel-breech assembly out of the
receiver (fig. 32).

4) Pull the cocking lever off with a firm tug (fig.
33).

5) Separate the cover from the receiver, pulling
it forward from the bolt assembly (fig. 34).

6) While holding the bolt assembly with one
hand (fig. 35) so as to counter-balance the
thrust of the recoil spring, push the carrier
button and ease the bolt forward until the
recoil spring no longer pushes it forward.

7) Pull the bolt assembly out of the receiver,
sliding it along its guides (fig. 36).

13
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8) Remove the firing pin retaining pin from the
bolt assembly, while holding the firing pin
and firing pin spring in place (fig. 37).

9) Remove the firing pin and firing pin spring
from the bolt (fig. 38).

10) Remove the locking head rotating pin from
its seat (fig. 39).

11) Remove the bolt locking head from the bolt
(fig. 40).

12) Remove the recoil spring from its seat in the
bolt (fig. 41).

13) Extract the trigger guard pin from the stock-
receiver unit, thrusting it from right or left
with the point of the same firing pin or
punch (fig. 42).

14) Press the carrier button and extract the trig-
ger guard assembly towards the front (fig.
43).

The shotgun is now completely stripped. All the
parts that require routine maintenance and clean-
ing are disassembled.
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Shotgun assembly

For correct assembly after cleaning and mainte-
nance operations, proceed as follows:

1) Cock the hammer (fig. 44). Grip the stock-
receiver assembly, press the carrier button
and insert the complete trigger guard
assembly - with the hammer cocked - into the
receiver. Make sure that the front of the trigger
guard makes firm contact with the stop (fig.
45).

2) Push the trigger guard pin into the receiver
from the right or left, until it is completely
inside (fig. 46).

3) Slide the bolt recoil spring into its appropriate
position (fig. 47).

NOTE: always make sure that the bolt recoil
spring is positioned between the locking head
and the bolt itself, in order to avoid a shot being
fired during the closing phase.

4) Slide the locking head into the bolt, making
sure that the hole on its stem coincides with
the slot on the bolt (fig. 48).

WARNING: the slanted surfaces on the locking
head’s stem should not be visible once the bolt
locking head is mounted.

5) Insert the locking head pin in its hole on the
locking head’s stem, through the slot on the
bolt (fig. 49).

NOTE: the reference line on top of the pin must
be visible and aligned with the bolt assembly
longitudinal axis (fig. 49).
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6) Insert the firing pin and the firing pin spring
inside the bolt hole (fig. 50).

NOTE: always make sure that the firing pin
spring has been mounted.

7) Insert the firing pin retaining pin in its seat,
so as to block the firing pin (fig. 51).

8) Hold the stock receiver assembly almost
horizontally and insert the bolt assembly in
its guide on the receiver (fig. 52).

WARNING: make sure that the bolt link slides
over the trigger guard assembly, positioning on
the recoil spring guide pin inside the receiver,
once the mounting has been completed (fig. 52).

9) Open the bolt acting on the locking head
frontal part (fig. 53). If the bolt doesn’t
remain in the opened position, push the car-
tridge drop lever in the direction shown by
the arrow and repeat the procedure.

10) Place the cover on the receiver next to the
bolt (fig. 54).

11) While keeping the cover adhering to the re-
ceiver, move it back sliding it over the bolt
until it is fully rested on the receiver back.

12) Push the cocking lever into its seat hole on
the bolt until it fits perfectly (fig. 55).

13) Finish reassembling the shotgun by repeating
all the steps for initial assembly described on
page 7 (figs. 7-8-9-10-11).
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ACCESSORIES AND ADJUSTMENTS

Drop and cast adjustment

Before beginning any operation on your shot-
gun, always make sure that chamber and
magazine have been completely emptied! 
(Carefully read loading and unloading instruc-
tions).

The shotgun is supplied with a “drop change kit”
(fig. 56) which enables you to adjust the original
drop the shotgun is supplied with. 

The kit includes steel stock locking plates and
plastic drop change shims in addition to a pin for
fitting a sling attachment (for wooden stocks).

The kit enables you to obtain five different drop
patterns (as specified in the table) and two different
deflections (right hand or left hand). Each unit is
marked with the corresponding drop and cast
letter.

Determine if your stock drop fits you perfectly, or
whether it is either too high or too low for you.

If the stock is too low for you (meaning that the
drop is too great), select the adjustment set in
reverse alphabetic order (e.g. if the shim fitted in
the factory is marked “C”, switch to that marked
“B” and to the corresponding stock locking
plate). 

Proceed as follows to change shims (fig. 57).

1) Unscrew the two fixing screws and remove
the butt plate “1” (using a cross-head screw-
driver).

WARNING: to avoid damaging the butt plates,
apply a light coat of vaseline or grease to the
shaft of the screwdriver.

2) Unscrew the two fixing screws using a
Phillips screwdriver and remove the comfort
kit “2” from the stock.

Matching instructions: the drop change shims and
stock locking plates in the kit are identified by letters.
To ensure a correct drop, always use plates and shims
with the same letter, e.g.: C - CDX – for a 60-RH drop
or C - CSX – for a 60-LH drop.

DX = Right hand
SX = Left hand

3) Unscrew the stock retaining nut “3” (using a
13 mm hexagon wrench).

4) Remove the nut “3”, from the recoil spring
tube and remove the rubber washer “4”,
stock locking plate “5”, stock “6”, cast shim
“7” and drop shim “8”.

WARNING: if the stock spacer “9” doesn't
remain inside the stock, reassemble it with the
seat of plate “5” facing the butt plate.

5) Assemble the drop shim “8” that you have
selected onto the recoil spring tube with the
stamped letter facing the stock.

6) Reassemble the selected cast shim “7” with
the stamped letter (DX or SX) facing toward
the stock.

7) Point the barrel towards the floor and fit the
stock. Engage the stock locking plate “5” in
the stock with the side punched with the
chosen letter facing the butt plate.

56

DROP CHANGE SCHEDULE

Cast Stock Drop
shim locking plate shim

(plastic) (steel) (plastic)

Reference Reference Reference
letter letter letter

DX Z DX
Z

45 ± 1 DX

SX Z SX 45 ± 1 SX

DX A DX
A

50 ± 1 DX

SX A SX 50 ± 1 SX

DX B DX
B

55 ± 1 DX

SX B SX 55 ± 1 SX

DX C DX
C

60 ± 1 DX

SX C SX 60 ± 1 SX

DX D DX
D

65 ± 1 DX

SX D SX 65 ± 1 SX

Drop value
at heel (mm)
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8) Fit the rubber washer “4” then screw the
nut “3” on to the end of the recoil spring
tube. Tighten the nut securely.

9) Fit the comfort kit “2” inside the stock and
secure it with its two screws using a Phillips
screwdriver.

10) Fit the butt plate “1” and secure it with its
two screws using a Phillips screwdriver.

Having altered the stock drop of the shotgun,
you have also obviously altered the firing posi-
tion as well: it is therefore necessary that you
first practise by executing some shots in order to
make sure that the firing position is suitable to
your size and shooting style.

WARNING: on completion of the drop change,
check that the stock is securely fixed to the recei-
ver. Check again after firing the first few rounds
and, if necessary, re-tighten the nut with a suit-
able wrench to fix the stock securely in place.

Internal choke

Before starting any operation on your shotgun,
make sure that the chamber and the magazine
are unloaded!
(Carefully read the instructions on gun loading
and unloading).

The barrels with internal chokes are equipped
with various types of chokes.

WARNING: before using the shotgun, make
sure that the barrel has a choke correctly
installed.

NOTE: if correctly installed, internal chokes
must not protrude from the barrel’s muzzle.
Only use Benelli chokes of a length suitable for
the choke seat of the barrel.

To change or clean the internal choke, proceed
as follows:

1) Unscrew the internal choke using the special
choke wrench supplied with the shotgun and
extract it completely from the barrel seat (fig.
58).

2) If the choke threads become badly fouled,
clean them with the serrated side of the choke
wrench.

3) Reassemble the kind of choke required on the
barrel seat, taking care to insert the non-
threaded part inside the barrel; then screw
the choke on the barrel thread (fig. 59).

4) Complete installation of the choke using the
toothed wrench provided (fig. 60).57



NOTE: when choke is correctly mounted, it must
not protrude from the barrel’s muzzle (fig. 61).

NOTE: before re-using the shotgun, make sure
that the choke wrench has been removed from
the barrel’s muzzle (fig. 62).

Before the shotgun is put away, cleaning the
internal choke and relative barrel thread is
recommended.

Benelli chokes are marked for an easy identifi-
cation (fig. 63). Notches on the frontal part of
each choke allow a quick recognition, even
when the choke is mounted on the shotgun.

NOTE: before using steel shot cartridges, make
sure that the choke fitted in the barrel is marked
“STEEL SHOT – OK” (see table above).

19
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62

NOTCHES CHOKE SYMBOL
STEEL
SHOT

I Full X NO

I Full - Steel Shot - OK X OK

II Improved Modified XX NO

II Improved Modified - Steel Shot - OK XX OK

III Modified XXX OK

IIII Improved Cylinder XXXX OK

IIIII Cylinder XXXXX OK

A Notches B Symbol

63
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Interchangeable ribs

Before starting any operation on your shotgun,
make sure that the chamber and the magazine
are unloaded! 
(Carefully read the instructions on gun loading
and unloading).

The shotgun is fitted as standard with a low, 8
mm wide rib.

The rib can be easily replaced, following the
instructions below:

1) Unscrew and remove the rib fixing screw
from the front end of the barrel, near the front
sight (fig. 64).

2) Lift and extract the rib from its seat on the bar-
rel pulling it forward (figs. 65-66).

3) Place the required rib, taking care to properly
insert the housings, then set the rib along the
barrel for the whole length (fig. 67).

4) Fix the rib with the fixing screw (fig. 68).
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64

66

68

67



3) Use an Allen key to remove the rubber plug
from the sling attachment hole inside the
stock (fig. 71).

4) Using a 3 mm diameter punch as a tommy
bar, screw the sling attachment pin into the
hole in the stock. Tighten into firm contact
with stock, until the hole in the pin lies per-
pendicular to the line of the stock (fig. 72).

5) Fit the comfort kit “2” and then the butt plate
to the stock (see fig. 57).

Changing the front sight

On shotguns with a carbon fibre rib, the red fibre
optic front sight can be changed for the yellow or
green fibre optic sight supplied.

Proceed as follows to change the front sight.

1) Use the tip of a flat blade screwdriver to prize
up the sight mounting and remove it from its
seat in the rib (fig. 69).

2) Insert the chosen sight into the seat in the rib,
pressing hard until it clicks securely into
place (fig. 70).

Fitting the sling attachment 
pin to the stock

Shotguns with wooden stocks come with a sling
attachment pin. Proceed as follows to fit this to
the stock.

1) Unscrew the two fixing screws using a
Phillips screwdriver and remove the butt
plate “1” (see fig. 57).

WARNING: smear the tip of the screwdriver
with Vaseline or grease to avoid damaging the
stock.

2) Using the same Phillips screwdriver, unscrew
the two fixing screws and remove the com-
fort kit “2” from the stock (see fig. 57).

21
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Removing and changing
the comb

Proceed as follows to remove and change the
comb.

1) Unscrew the two fixing screws using a
Phillips screwdriver and remove the butt
plate “1” (see fig. 57).

WARNING: smear the tip of the screwdriver
with Vaseline or grease to avoid damaging the
stock.

2) Using the same Phillips screwdriver, unscrew
the two fixing screws and remove the com-
fort kit “2” from the stock (see fig. 57).

3) Insert the tip of a screwdriver through the
hole provided in the rear of the stock. Push
the bottom of the comb upwards to release its
back edge, then lift it and remove it from the
stock (fig. 73).

4) To fit the new comb, position it so that the
two dowels on its underside line up with the
holes in the seat on the stock, then push the
comb firmly down until it clicks into place
(fig. 74).

WARNING: the edges of the comb must mate
perfectly with the profile of the stock when cor-
rectly fitted.

5) Fit the comfort kit “2” and then the butt plate
to the stock (see fig. 57).

Adjusting the rear sight 
(when fitted)

If the default calibration of the rear sight proves
unsuitable, you can adjust for windage and ele-
vation as required.

Before beginning any operation on your shotgun,
always make sure that chamber and magazine
have been completely emptied! 
(Carefully read loading and unloading instruc-
tions).

Adjusting the rear sight for windage 

As for lateral adjustment of the rear sight, proce-
ed as follows (fig. 75):

1) Using the supplied key and referring to the
graduated alignment notches, adjust the rear
sight position into the required direction
(move it to the right if you want the point of
impact to move right and move it to the left if
you want the point of impact to move left).
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Adjusting the rear sight for elevation 

As for rear sight elevation adjustment, proceed as
follows (fig. 76):

1) Using the supplied key and referring to the
relative graduated alignment notches, adjust
the rear sight position into the required direc-
tion (move it upwards if you want to raise the
point of impact, or move downwards if you
want the point of impact to be lower).
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Spare Parts

To order spare parts you must specify the gauge, the
model and the serial number of your shotgun.

Part numbers here listed refer to respective drawings.
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1 001H 001K Trigger guard assy

2 008A 008A Plunger

3 007A 007A Spring

4 277J 277J Spring

5 045J 045J Pin

6 005B 005B Disconnector

7 009B 009B Trigger

8 016H 016H Pin bush

9 011J 011J Spring

10 010L 010L Trigger pin

11 003A 003A Cap

12 004A 004A Spring

13 021J 021A Spring

14 022A 022A Pin

15 002B 002B Hammer

16 019A 019D Stop tooth

17 020A 020A Pin

18 018A 018A Spring

19 017H 017D Carrier

20 076H 076D Cartridge drop lever

21 097H 097K Pin

22 014H 014K Trigger guard

23 013C 013C Safety button

24 006P 006P Retaining pin

Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge

25 077B 077B Spring

26 023A 023A Pin

Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
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1 024H 024D Bolt assy

2 025B 025B Firing pin

3 037A 037A Spring

4 026H 026D Bolt

5 027L 027L Link

6 029J 029D Link pin

7 039A 039A Pin

8 038J 038J Spring

9 040A 040A Pin

10 036A 036D Spring

11 165H 165D Locking head assy

12 035A 006P Pin

13 034A 034A Extractor

14 033J 033J Spring

15 031B 031D Locking pin

16 030H 030D Bolt handle

17 028A 028K Retaining pin

Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
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1 053A 053A Nut

2 052A 052A Elastic washer

3 150W 150W Locking plate

4 166H 166D Recoil spring tube assy

5 050H 050H Nut screw

6 K049 K049 Recoil spring tube

7 055H 055H Pin

8 054D K054 Spring

9 482H 482H Pin

10 274J 140D Spring

11 286H 286D Cast shim

12 147H 147D Drop shim

13 098H 098K Cover

14 066B 066D Magazine tube

15 067A 067A Shot plug 

16 146H 146H Fore-end follower

17 188L 188L Removable sling swivel

18 064A 064D Spring

19 065G 065D Magazine follower

20 057H 057K Carrier latch assy

21 058J 058J Spring

22 156H 156H Pin

23 302H 302H Circlip

24 015H 015D Pin

Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
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1 199L – Hunting high rib barrel

2 153A 153A Intermediate sight

3 044Y – Front sight

4 184L 184L Screw

5 200L – Shooting rib barrel

6 044B – Fluorescent front sight

7 185L – Screw

8 201H 201K Hunting low rib barrel

9 044H 044H Fibre optic front sight

10 213G 213D Internal choke

11 127N – Rear sight

12 259N – Spring

13 035A – Fixing pin

14 492B – O-Ring

15 490B – External choke

16 491B – Ring nut

17 172J 172D Retaining rivet

18 168J – Ejector frame (2” 3/4 chamber)

18 168J 168J Ejector frame (3” chamber)

19 047J 047D Pin

20 045J 045J Ejector pin

21 046J – Spring (2” 3/4 chamber)

21 046J 046J Spring (3” chamber)

Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
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1 203H A387 Polyurethane recoil pad kit, LOP 380 mm

2 129F 129F Screw

3 151H 488H Polyurethane recoil pad, LOP 365 mm

4 485H 485H Self-tapping screw

5 486H A486 Stock end case, LOP 365 mm

6 149H 149H Shim

7 381H 551K Stock assy, LOP 365 mm

8 381H 551K Stock assy, LOP 350 mm

9 380H 380H Polyurethane comb, low

10 484H 484H Self-tapping screw

11 483H 483H Comb base plate

12 457H 457H Gel comb, tall

13 152C 152C Screw

14 188L 188L Removable sling swivel

15 070H 070D Fore-end (wood) assy

16 167H 167H Fore-end lock ring

17 489H – Complete Comfort kit, LOP 350 mm

18 488H – Polyurethane recoil pad, LOP 350 mm

19 487H – Stock end case, LOP 350 mm

Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge
Pos. Code Code DescriptionNo. 12 gauge 20 gauge




